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PREFACE. 



This quaint, but forcible and edifying book, was 
partly translated, partly, as the translator acknow- 
ledges, “disposed, abridged, or enlarged,” from a 
treatise by ^Father Stephen Binet, a French Jesuit, 
which is entitled “ De l'estat heureux et malheureux 
des limes souffrantes du Purgatoire, et des moyens 
souverains pour n’y aller pas, ou y demeurer fort 
peu ; ou sont traictdes toutes les plus belles 
questions du Purgatoire.” Paris, 1625, in 12. 
Douay, 1627, in 24. 

Father Binet was bom at Dijon in 1569, 
entered the Society in 1590, and, having been suc- 
cessively Rector of its principal houses in France, 
died at Paris, 1639. This treatise is numbered 20, 
out of 36 ascetical works composed by him, and 
given in De Backer's Bibliothique des Ecrivains de 
la Compagnie de Jesus* Their titles make one 
wish that some competent pen may be found, to 
reproduce them for us in our own tongue. 

* Vol. i. pp. 95 — 97. 
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The translator, who simply signs himself by the 
initials, R.T., was Father Richard Thimelby, also 
of the Society of Jesus. In those evil days, when 
it was death to be known to say Mass, or to reconcile 
any one to the true Faith, almost every priest was 
furnished with an alias ; * and Father Thimelby accord- 
ingly went sometimes by the name of Ashby, f He 
is described in Dr. Oliver's a Collections " J as being 
“of a genteel and ancient family in Lincolnshire." 
This is abundantly justified by notices occurring of 

* This system of double or even treble names makes it diffi- 
cult, sometimes, to ascertain the true name of a Catholic writer 
of that date. To take an instance or two from Oliver, occur- 
ring under the letter T, and met with in searching for the name 
for which R. T. might be supposed to stand : we find that John 
Taylor was alias Valentine Upsal ; that Adrian Talbot’s real 
name was Fortescue ; that Oswald Tesimond was alias Green- 
way, alias Philip Beaumont ; and that John Turbeville passed 
under the name of Fermor. 

+ He was probably led to this particular name by the proxi- 
mity of the village of West Ashby to that from which he derived 
his family name. Saunders’ History of Lincolnshire , vol. ii. 
p. 98, gives us the following particulars : 

“ Thimbleby is about a mile north-west from Homcastle, the 
parishes adjoining each other. In Domesday Book , this place is 
written Stimelbi. The manor, in the reign of Charles II., was 
the property of Sir Robert Bolles, of Scampton,” &c. 

“West Ashby is a parish adjoining to the north boundaries of 
that of Homcastle, from which town the village is about two 
miles distant.” 

I “ Collections towards illustrating the Biography of the 
Scotch, English, and Irish members of the Society of Jesus. 
By the Rev. Dr. Oliver. London : Dolman, 1845.” The notice 
occurs at p. 47. 



Digitized by Google 




PREFACE. 



vii 

the family, at two different periods of English 
history. Thus : 

(i.) In Sir S. Meyrick's Heraldic Visitations of 
Wales, and part of the Marches* mention is made 
of Richard Thumbleby (Thimbleby), knight, who 
was one of the bailiffs of Harddlech, or Harlech, in 
the county of Lincoln, and son to John Thumbleby, 
armiger to King Henry V. “ It is recorded,” says 
this writer, “ I think in Camden's Britannia , that 
in the chapel of the town of Harlech (now standing, 
though converted into a dwelling) lies buried Sir 
Richard Thimbleby, who settled in that county for 
the purpose of enjoying the sports of hunting and 
hawking.” 

(2.) Dod's Church History exhibits this knightly 
Lincolnshire family as maintaining their hereditary 
spirit of loyalty, likfc so many other Catholic houses, 
during the struggles between Charles I. and his 
Parliament. We read there of “ Charles Thimelby, 
a captain in the King's army, who lost his life at 
Worcester ; ” of “ Robert Thimelby, a captain in the 
royal army, killed near Newark,” and of “ Nicholas 
Thimelby, a gentleman volunteer in the King’s 
service, who lost his life at Bristol.”t 

But to return to the immediate subject of this 
notice. Dr. Oliver goes on to say, of Father 

* Vol. ii. p. 217. 

+ Dod’s Church History , vol iii. p. 67. Brussels, 1742. 
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Thimelby : “ The Annual Letters show that he 
joined the Society in 1632, and describe him as 
7 nr doctus et prudens , et amove Instituti excellens . 
On 22nd November, 1646, he made the Profession 
of the four vows. After teaching philosophy, and 
discharging several collegiate offices, he was ordered 
to the mission, where he laboured very diligently, 
and chiefly in his native county. In 1666, on the 
death of Father William Campian, he was called 
over to Ghent, to be the Rector of the house of 
probation, and continued such until his appointment 
to the presidency of St. Omer’s College, 28th August, 
1672. There he died, 7th January, 1680, set. 66 : 
We have from his able pen, A Treatise on Purgatory, 
8vo, London, 1663 > Remarks on Stillingfleet, 4to, 
London, 1672.” 

This account seems to be taken, for the most part, 
from Father N. Southwell's continuation of Riba- 
deneira’s Bibliotheca Scriptorum Societatis Jesu; in 
which we find the additional particulars, that Father 
Thimelby entered the Society at the age of seventeen, 
and taught, not only philosophy, but also polemical 
theology, at Louvain ; and that, during his missionary 
life in England, he was Superior of the English 
Jesuits. The titles of his two works are also there 
given ; though the former not with great accuracy. 
De Felici et infelici statu animarum in Pur gator io, et 
\de\ modo eis juvandi. Londini y 1633, in 8. Item: 
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Observations generates in librum Doetoris Stillingflcti, 
cum vindication S. Ignaiii et Sociorum ejus a fcedis 
maculis quibus eos it le aspergit . Londini , 1672, in 4. 

It is interesting to know that this devoted Catholic 
family gave another of its sons to the priesthood, and 
one, at least, of its daughters to religion. Dod gives 
us the outlines of their lives : 

“Edward Thimelby, of an ancient and worthy 
family at Irnham, Lincolnshire. Being sent abroad 
for education, he entered into an [the] ecclesiastical 
state, and lived a considerable time in Rome, in the 
family of an eminent Cardinal. He was afterwards 
made provost of the collegiate church of St. Gery’s, 
in Cambray, where he died about 1690. He was a 
person of remarkable piety. Some verses of his 
composing may be seen in the beginning of Cressy’s 
Church History .” 

“ Winifrede Thimelby, daughter of Richard 
Thimelby, .of Irnham, in Lincolnshire, esquire, by 
Mrs. Brooksby. She became a nun in the English 
monastery of St Augustine’s Order, in Louvain, 
where she was chosen the third Superior. She died 
August the 31st, 1690, in the seventy-second year 
of her age, and fifty-five after her profession, having 
been Superior twenty- two years. ”* 

The alterations ventured upon, in this reprint, 
consist chiefly in the mode of punctuation, which, 

* Dod’s Church History , vol. iii. pp. 479, 495* 
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being probably left to a French compositor, * 
are anomalous, and often perplexing. Some expres- 
sions, so obsolete as to prevent the sense being clear, 
and in the same degree lessening the value of the . 
book to the general reader, have been exchanged 
for others in more common use. The sterling and 
effective raciness of the pious author has in almost 
every instance been retained. To secure timely 
publication, it has been necessary to leave some 
references, without sufficiently verifying them. 

Let us earnestly hope that at this moment, on 
the threshold of the month especially dedicated by 
the Church to devotion on behalf of the holy souls, 
the joint work of FF. Binet and Thimelby may 
produce an abundant harvest of intercession. If, 
during their own brief time of trial, they were inspired 
to put together and to enforce such powerful motives 
to stir up the faithful to this devotion, will they 
not now rejoice in the reproduction of their act of 
zeal and charity? During the two hundred and fifty 
years which have elapsed since the first publication 
of the French work, many changes and revolutions 
have taken place in the histories of those spots of 

* The title-page states the book to have been printed in 
Paris , in 1663 ; whereas Southwell, and Oliver after him, give 
London as the place of its issue. Southwell may very naturally 
have made the slip, concluding, without close observation, that 
the work of an English priest would be published in- London. 
The date of the year is accurately given. 
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earth, known as France and England. But the 
History of Purgatory is ever the same ; “ happiness 
and unhappiness ” combined ; both unspeakably 
great ; long detention, perhaps, or perhaps swift 
release, according to the degree of faith and charity 
animating the Church militant. . May we now, and 
henceforth, realise in act, in habitual practice, and 
all the more from the considerations given in the 
following pages, the immense privilege of holding, 
to so great a degree, the keys of Purgatory in our 
hands. 

W. H. A. 



Roehampton, 

Feast of the Most Holy Redeemer , 1874. 



ADDITIONAL NOTE. 

( Communicated while these sheets were passing through the press . ) 

Thimelby, or Thimbleby, was the name of an ancient 
knightly family, seated at Pelham in Lincolnshire, in the 
reign of Edward III.* Towards the end of the fifteenth 
century, Richard Thimelby married the heiress of 
Sir Andrew Lutterell, knight, of Imham in the same 
county. This lady brought with her, to the family into 
which she married, besides a claim to the barony of 
Lutterell, the manor of Irnham, which continued in 
Catholic hands until comparatively recent times. Their 
* Clifford’s History of Tixall, p. 223. 
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son, Richard Thimelby, married a daughter of Mrs. 
Brooksby,* daughter of Lord Vaux, of Harrowden. 
This Eleanor Brooksby, and her sister Anne Vaux, were 
Father Henry Garnet’s brave and devoted benefactresses. 
Two of Eleanor Brooksby’s grand-daughters, Winefred 
and Frances Thimelby, joined the English August- 
inianesses at Louvain ; entering St Monica’s Convent in 
1634 and 1642 : and in 1668 Sifter Winefred became 
Prioress of that devout and venerable house. Henry 
Thimelby, the younger brother of these two religious, 
married Gertrude, daughter of Walter, first Lord Aston 
of Forfar; and, on her husband’s death, she entered 
religion in the same convent. Her niece, Catherine 
Aston, the daughter of her brother Herbert Aston and of 
Catherine Thimelby his wife, entered St. Monica’s at the 
same time. Elizabeth, another sister, married Richard 
Conquest, of Houghton Conquest in Bedfordshire ; and 
on the death, without issue, of her eldest brother’s grand- 
daughter, Mary, the wife of Thomas Giffard of Chillington^ 
the property passed to the Conquests. Mary Conquest, 
heiress of the last of that name (Benedict Conquest, 
who died in 1753), married Lord Arundell of Wardour ; 
and thus Imham passed to the Cliffords through her 
daughter Eleanor, wife of Lord Clifford of Ugbrooke. 

Winefred, Frances, Catherine and Elizabeth Thimelby 
had two brothers besides Henry, already mentioned. 
The eldest was Sir John Thimelby, knight, with whose son 
John the male line of the Thimelbys expired. The other 
was the translator of the present work, Richard Thimelby, 
who entered the Society of Jesus in 1631, at the age 
of 17. In those times few religious men were called by 
their own names, and that by which Father Richard 
Thimelby was generally known was Ashby. He spent 

* Troubles of our Catholic Forefathers , series I, pp. 156, 369. 
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nearly fifty years in the labours of the Society, and held 
many important offices. He taught Philosophy at the 
English College at Li&ge, and Polemical or Controversial 
Theology, of which in those days there was a professor- 
ship distinct from that of Dogmatic Theology. For 
sixteen years he laboured on the English mission, and 
for some time he was Superior of the Jesuits in Lincoln- 
shire, his native county, which was then known in the 
Society as “ the Residence of St. Dominic.” From this 
he passed, in 1666, to the English Novitiate at Watten 
in Flanders, where he was Rector and Master of Novices 
for six years. On the 28th of August, 1672, he was 
transferred to the English College at St. Ornei^s, the 
Rectorship of which he held for another period of six 
years. He was relieved of this charge some months 
before his death, which took place at St. Omer’s on the 
7th of January, 1679-80. This good Father was pro- 
fessed of the four vows, November 22, 1646. The records 
of the Society speak in the highest terms of praise of 
his learning, prudence, and religious spirit ; but the list 
of the offices he beld, speak more eloquently than words 
of the esteem in which he was held as a spiritual man. 

Several other Catholics of the name are mentioned, 
but their connection with this branch of the family is not 
clear. Edward Thimbelby, who died in 1690, Provost of 
St Gery or Gaugericus in Cambray, may have been 
another brother. Three officers of the Royal army, 
Charles, Robert and Nicholas Thimelby, lost their lives 
in the Civil War. There was one Gabriel Thimelby, 
who died a still more glorious death, and may be 
called a martyr, as he is recorded to have died in 
prison in the year 1586. Unfortunately, all that we know 
of him is, that he was once a student in the College at 
Rheims. 
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CATHOLIC READER. 



Dear Reader, 

The drift of this treatise is not to prove Purga- 
tory : but, taking it for granted, as a prime maxim of 
Catholicism, that God has a suffering Church in the 
other world, besides that which triumphs in heaven, and 
that which is militant here upon earth, the design is to 
set it forth in such lively colours, as may not only express 
its nature (as far as we are able to judge of it, at so great 
a distance) but raise your thoughts, first to a compas- 
sionate care for the present, of procuring all possible 
relief for such distressed souls as are already fallen under 
the lash of those merciless torments, and secondly, to a 
provident prevention for the future, that the like mischief 
may not involve yourselves hereafter. Now, this being 
the chief aim of these my labours, I am put upon a kind 
of necessity of giving you the trouble of this prefatory 
address. For, should this Survey of Purgatory fall into 
any other hands but yours, it could look for no better 
entertainment than to be laid aside for waste paper, such 
as would befall some strange map or survey of another 
world, which had no other existence but in the brains of 
the painter. For why should the enemies of truth, whose 
belief reaches only to heaven and hell, amuse themselves 
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with the consideration of a third place, for which they 
can find no place in their creed ? And yet, though I pre- 
sume that this will be its common fate, when it meets 
with such persons, yet I am very confident the judicious 
Protestant, if he can but find in his heart to peruse these 
papers, especially the Fifth Survey, will find more than 
enough to convince him of this middle state of souls, 
which we call Purgatory. 

Now, to say the truth of this treatise, I know not 
well how to profess myself the author, nor yet the 
translator, of it. Not author ; for I must acknowledge 
the main bulk and substance of what I offer to be 
borrowed of the Revered Father Stephen Binet, of the 
Society of Jesus. Not a bare translator; because I am to 
do myself so much right as to tell you, that I have not 
tied myself so wholly to that worthy person’s method or 
matter, as not to yiejd a little now and then to my own 
genius ; but have so made use of his learned pen, as to 
dispose, abridge or enlarge, where I took it to be more 
for your satisfaction, in this conjuncture of time and place 
wherein I was to publish it. 

As for the language, I have taken care neither to have 
it so bald as not to suit a little with this eloquent age we 
live in, nor yet so flourishing and luxuriant as to dry up 
the fountains of devotion, which I seek to open. And if 
all my endeavours prove but so happy as to occasion the 
releasing of any one soul out of Purgatory, or the con- 
veying of any other into heaven without passing that 
way, I have my end, which is only the greater glory of 
God, and the good of souls. There was a Roman 
Emperor who would never dine but he would be feeding 
his thoughts with the contemplation of the torments of 
hell, and the pleasures of the Elysian fields, which he 
had caused to be curiously painted and exposed for that 
purpose in his dining-room. I do not press you to use 



Digitized by Google 




XVI 



PREFATORY ADDRESS. 



any such devotions or pictures ; I only offer you this 
Survey of Purgatory ; which I beseech you to look upon ; 
arid withal to have an eye still upon heaven, and the best 
means how to send souls thither, and to follow them your- 
selves, without stepping aside into Purgatory ; for, believe 
it, if you come once there, you will find it a very restless 
and uncomfortable lodging, which I pray God you may 
all timely prevent ; and I earnestly beg your good prayers 
that the like mercy may not be denied to 

Your most devoted servant, 

R. T. 
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THE FIRST SURVEY. 

PURGATORY IS LAID OPEN, WITH ALL THE HELLISH 
PAINS WITH WHICH THE SOULS ARE TORMENTED. 

For fear lest my discourses, dear reader, should not 
prove so lucky as to raise up your compassion, nor 
my wo^ds so prevalent as to make a breach or deep 
impression in thy heart, which is the main thing I 
aim at in this whole treatise, I am resolved to have 
recourse to that pious stratagem which the first Jesuits 
so happily made use of in the conversion of the 
Indies. Those good fathers were not, at first, well 
skilled in the language of the New World; and yet 
their zeal would be still carrying them oi^ to preach, 
whilst the Indians stood listening and staring at them, 
but could understand little or nothing. This would 
not have done their work, had they not withal used 
this device, to take with them into the pulpit certain 
devout pictures which they had carried out of Europe, 
in which the Passion of our Blessed Saviour was very 
lively represented. Here they first showed the most 
bitter torments which the Son of God endured for 

B 
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their sakes ; and then they laboured to express, in 
their best Indian phrase, the name of God, Saviour of 
the world, most holy Prophet, and the like ; pointing 
still at the picture, to tell them that He whom they 
saw so cruelly misused was the very Man they spake 
of. And this they followed with showers of tears ; 
preaching Christ's Passion more with their eyes than 
their tongues, and setting forth their discourses with 
sighs and sobs and a mournful voice, in lieu of other 
tropes and metaphors. Who would believe it ? The 
barbarians, at the sight of so lamentable a spectacle, 
out of a natural compassion, seconded by an interior 
impulse of divine Grace, burst forth into fountains of 
tears, and became strangely concerned for that poor 
Patient, whom they beheld only in effigy. The heart 
has this property, that it understands the language 
of hearts, let the expressions of the tongue be never 
so imperfect; and the eyes are of that sympathetic 
nature, that when eyes speak to them in floods of 
tears, in lieu of full periods, they instantly melt also 
into tears, and so mingle their griefs with a strange 
kind of sympathy and near alliance. What the tongue 
cannot utter, the eye speaks aloud ; and the heart, and 
the very ai$ of the whole countenance, of a man who 
seems to carry his very heart on his brow. Seeing, 
therefore, my discourses may fall short of what I 
design, I am now going about to lay Purgatory open : 
to represent, I say, unto your view, as in a map or 
picture, that bloody tragedy which is acted there, not 
in sport and merriment, alas ! but with horror and 
amazement And if you dare not with the eye of 
faith contemplate this sad and horrid spectacle in 
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itself, at least refuse not to look upon this picture, 
which I am going to delineate, to give you a rude 
draught of the just rigour of Almighty God in purging 
holy souls, and, as it were, distilling them by drops 
in a fiery limbeck. 

§ 1 .—Of the fire of Purgatory, and pain of sense. 

It was a strafe piece of niceness,* that of the 
Grecians in the Council of Florence, to boggle at 
the smoke and fire of Purgatory, and yet withal to 
confess it to be a dark and dreadful dungeon, an 
abyss of utter grief and torments ; as if they would 
have been content all other engines of cruelty should 
have place there, to play the executioners, so they 
might but have leave to banish fire from having 
anything to do in the purgation of souls. The Latin 
Fathers laboured to undeceive them in this point of 
folly, and sore gravelled them with that text of the 
Apostle: “He shall be saved, yet so as by fire :”f 
which cannot be meant of hell-fire, as the Grecians 
understood it, because no salvation or redemption is 
to be expected there ; but may well be meant of the 
fire of Purgatory, which is designed only for the 
purifying of saved souls. And though they thought 
fit afterwards to waive that controversy for peace’ 
sake, and not to press on to a definition, yet is it a 
doctrine very generally received and taught by the 
holy Fathers and Doctors of the Catholic Church, 
and very consonant to the dictates of the Holy Ghost 

* i.e. An over-subtle and inconsistent distinction. 

+ I Cor. iii. 15. 

B 2 
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